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News:
The Student Council Election 
is today! 

The positions are president, 
vice president, secretary, 
public relations director, and 
class representatives. Only 
7th and 8th graders will be 
able to run for president and 
vice president, but 6th 
graders can run for the rest! 
You will be able to vote for 
everything except for 
representatives!

By: Henry Serano 

Chromebooks are here!

This is old news by now, but we now 
have chromebooks! They can be 
very annoying at times so here are 
some tips on how to use them:

Ctrl + Alt + Shift + Reload makes 
your screen spin
Ctrl +       takes a screenshot
Ctrl + N makes a new tab 
Ctrl + W closes a tab 
Search+ L is a Surprise! (It 
DEFINITELY doesn’t sign you out.)

By: Henry Serano

Candy Cane Grams go 
on sale this Friday!

Student Council is 
kicking off its first 
fundraiser for the year-- 
a candy gram sale. You 
can buy a candy cane for 
a friend or yourself for $1 
and it will be delivered 
before holiday break. It is 
to raise money for Angel 
Tree which helps people 
in our community. 



COVID-19
  NEWS

     Cases of Covid-19 in the U.S have 
skyrocketed, putting us up to a new record of a 
whopping 11 million people that have tested 
positive. Please be sure to wear your mask over 
your nose and mouth! Try to stay at least 6-10 
feet from people near you.

Do your part!
Vaccines are due to be released soon- 
what do you need to know?

No vaccine is officially authorized yet, but 3 
companies, Pfizer, Moderna, and Astrazeneca have 
promising vaccines that are awaiting approval from 
the FDA so they can be released. 

Some estimates have been that the first vaccines will 
roll out this December, but they will go to high risk 
people first and then be distributed to other 
important people like emergency workers first. 
Estimates are that the vaccine will be available to 
everyone by late spring 2021. 

Even with the vaccine, it will take time to see the 
Covid-19 rates go down and only if a large number of 
people get the vaccine. 

Because it is very new, many people may be nervous 
about this new vaccine. Read more about it:
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-19-vaccine-bre
akthroughs-what-happens-now/

  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-19-vaccine-breakthroughs-what-happens-now/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-19-vaccine-breakthroughs-what-happens-now/


Worldwide News:

SpaceX has been working hard!

On November 15 SpaceX and NASA launched 
a rocket to the International Space Station. 
Astronauts on the Resilience (the rocket ship) 
were Mike Hopkins, Shannon Walker, Victor 
Glover, and Soichi Noguchi. The Rocket was 
launched at the Kennedy space center in 
Merritt Island, Florida. People have been 
launching from the Kennedy Space center 
since 1961. This was a very important rocket 
launch because it was only the second human 
launch on American soil in nine years and is 
the start to possible private tourism in space. 

            By: Philip Lennartz

Black Friday Competition!

Black Friday is the Friday after 
thanksgiving, in which stores do massive 
discounts on all their items, trying to 
lure out sales. In 2019, a record was set 
with 190 million shoppers all on one day. 
No surprise, this year is a bit different. It 
started back in July when Amazon 
decided to push Prime Day back until 
mid-October. This caused Walmart, Best 
Buy, Target, and more to follow suit and 
boost their sales. They all have sales 
lined up until December, expecting to 
rake in the profits for the holiday 
shopping season.    
By:  Henry Serano



Worldwide News:
“Free Climbing” by Claire Severdies

      Imagine you are looking down from a 2,000 ft. cliff with only a single rope securing you in 
place. That’s what it's like when you free climb a mountain. I’m sure you know about people who 
climb mountains like Mount Everest, but when you free climb a mountain you sometimes only use 
a single rope attached to a rock 25 feet below you. You have to use your feet and hands to move 
upward, with death as a possibility. Free climbing a mountain is extremely dangerous. If you make 
one wrong move or one tiny little mistake it could cost you your life. Many people have died trying 
to free climb mountains. They know how dangerous it is, and are willing to risk their lives for the 
thrill of being high up in the air without anything to support them but their hands and feet. Some 
free climbers like to have a single rope attached, hanging below them, that way if they fall it will 
catch them. However, they could still get extremely hurt, or even die. The rope decreases their 
risk of dying, but doesn’t eliminate it. 
     One free climber, Emily Harrington (34 years old), tried to free climb El Capitan (located in 
California) back in 2019.



She wanted to be the first woman to free climb El Capitan in under 24 hours. Her chosen route is 
extremely dangerous and only less than one percent of climbers have attempted it. She started 
climbing up the dangerous mountain with her fiance, who is a highly talented free climber. She 
started ascending up the mountain. When she was about 150 feet up high, she fell. Luckily she had 
a single rope attached to her, so when she fell, her fiance caught it, but she hit rocks on the way 
down and was badly injured. She went to the hospital where she recovered, but she didn’t stop 
climbing after that. She kept working hard on improving, and last month she tried to climb the 
mountain again on November 4th. 
      She was trying to climb it in under 24 hours, and she climbed higher and higher up the 3,000 
feet route she was taking. When she was close to the top she hit her head on a rock just above her 
eyebrow. It was cut and bleeding. She told everyone after climbing the mountain that at that 
moment she thought about going back down and giving up but she pushed on and kept climbing. 
Then finally she made it to the top! It took her 21 hours, 13 minutes, and 51 seconds, when it 
usually takes people 4 to 6 days to reach the top. Emily Harrington free climbed an extremely 
dangerous mountain in less than 24 hours, where she most likely could have died. She is one of the 
only 4 people who have been able to accomplish that.



120 people have died climbing El Capitan since 1905. After the climb she said ”Impossible dreams 
challenge us to rise above who we are to see if we can become better versions of ourselves.” She 
is now the first woman to free climb El Capitan using the Golden gate route in under 24 hours.



Academic Calendar:

1……………………..Laing Times 20.1
10…………………....First night of Hanukkah
14……………………Laing Times 20.2
21-31………………...Winter Break
25…………………….Christmas Day

Photoshoot:
For this issue, we had our photographers take 

photos of masks all around the school.  We chose 
some of the pictures at random. 

Photos by Paige D, 
Hannah B, and 

Caroline K.


